NOTICES

Sunday 16™ July

6.00pm Calstone: Said Evensong
10.00 Cherhill: Morning Worship
4.00pm Compton Bassett: T4All
11.15 Heddington: Holy Communion
9.45 Yatesbury: Holy Communion

Monday 17" July 10.00 Heddington Coffee Morning

Wednesday 19" July 1.30pm Home Group at the Rectory

Thursday 20" July 7.30 Bible Study Group at the Rectory

Sunday 23" July 9.45 Calstone: Morning Worship

10.00 Cherhill: Holy Communion

11.15 Compton Bassett: Morning Worship
11.15 Heddington: Morning Worship
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Contact details
Administrator: Emma Marsh 07821 836233
oldburybenefice@gmail.com
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursdays, 9 am to 12 noon
Benefice Office: 8 Court Farm Stables, Heddington, SN11 OPN
Rector: Rev Matthew Earwicker, 01249 821329 mattearwicker@gmail.com
(Day off - Friday)

You will find contact details for the churchwardens in the Villages magazine.

If you need help with safeguarding issues, please contact the Safeguarding Officer on
07864 000906

Welcome

We hope you feel welcome at our church and find it a place where you can
meet with God. If you are unsure about anything, please ask the person who
gave you this sheet.

We love children and we understand they will make some noise; don’t worry
about it! However, if you feel your youngest ones would benefit from
playing quietly in a corner, do ask the people who welcomed you and they
can point you in a suitable direction. We may even have the odd book or toy
for them to play with.

A loop system may be provided in this church. Please ask or check byswitching your
hearing aid to the “T” position.

PLEASE TAKE THIS LEAFLET HOME WITH YOU
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Old Testament Reading: Genesis 25.19-34

This is the account of the family line of Abraham’s son Isaac.

Abraham became the father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he married
Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from Paddan Aram and sister of Laban the
Aramean.

Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was childless.

The LORD answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. The babies
jostled each other within her, and she said, ‘“Why is this happening to me?’ So she
went to enquire of the LORD.

The LORD said to her,

“Two nations are in your womb,

and two peoples from within you will be separated,;
one people will be stronger than the other,

and the elder will serve the younger.’
When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb. The first
to come out was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they hamed him
Esau. After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so he was
named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them.

The boys grew up, and Esau became a skilful hunter, a man of the open country, while
Jacob was content to stay at home among the tents. Isaac, who had a taste for wild
game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country,
famished. He said to Jacob, ‘Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I’m famished!’
(That is why he was also called Edom.)

Jacob replied, ‘First sell me your birthright.’

‘Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. ‘What good is the birthright to me?’

But Jacob said, ‘Swear to me first.” So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright
to Jacob.

Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then
got up and left.

So Esau despised his birthright.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 13.1-9, 18-23

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds
gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on
the shore. Then he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘A farmer went out to
sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds
came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the
plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell
among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good
soil, where it produced a crop — a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was

sown. Whoever has ears, let them hear.’

‘Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: when anyone hears the message
about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The seed falling
on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with
joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or
persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. The seed falling
among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life
and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. But the seed
falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is
the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was
sown.’

The next Home Group at The Rectory will be on
Wednesday 19" July at 1.30pm

The next Bible Study Group will be on
Thursday 20" July at 7.30pm at the Rectory
Please contact Penelope Kilbee 01249 760776 for more information.




